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kneeling before him. During ike reception Peter with his own hand
clipped off the long beards of the boyars. Later he issued an ukase
prohibiting the wearing of the long, inconvenient, ancient Russian
costume.

Peter was dissatisfied with the results of the investigations into
the Streltsi mutiny. He reopened the enquiry, establishing the fact
of Sophia's participation in the conspiracy. Peter dealt with the Streltsi
who had taken part in the revolt with exemplary severity; gallows were
set up in many parts of the city, and on the appointed day 195 Streltsi
were hanged before Sophia's windows in the Novodevichy Nunnery.
In all, 1,200 Streltsi were executed. Peter disbanded the Moscow Streltsi
regiments. Princess Sophia, convicted of participating in the conspir-
acy, was compelled to take the veil.

4. THE BEGINNING OF THE WAR WITH SWEDEN

The Defeat at Narva. Peter entered into an alliance with
Denmark and Poland against Sweden. In preparation for the war for
the Baltic he formed new army units by recruiting peasant and house-
hold serfs, and freemen. The new soldiers, dressed in dark green uni-
form and cocked hats after the fashion of the infantry of Western Europe,
were drilled from morning to late at night in the suburbs of Moscow.
In three months a contingent of 32,000 was trained. Meanwhile Peter
had sent an embassy to Constantinople to negotiate with Turkey, with
whom peace was concluded in August 1700. Under the peace terms
Russia retained Azov.

King Charles XII of Sweden quickly mustered a small but efficient
army. The Swedish troops had acquired a good training in the wars
of the 17th century and were considered the best in Europe. Charles
unexpectedly invaded Denmark and compelled the Danish king to
conclude peace. His next plan was to attack his second opponent, King
Augustus II of Poland. Sweden did not yet know of Russia's war prep-
arations.

After the conclusion of peace with Turkey, Peter immediately
ordered the army to attack the Swedish fortress of Narva, which guard,
ed the approaches to the Baltic Sea.

The siege of Narva at once exposed the shortcomings in the organ-
ization and supply system of the Russian troops. In the difficult
march over muddy roads the baggage train fell behind the army. There
were not enough shells for the artillery, and the gunpowder was of
inferior quality. Gun carriages broke down after the first few shots.
The soldiers suffered from hunger, cold and exposure in the trenches.
Disease broke out.

When Charles learned that Narva was besieged by Russian troops
he hastened to the rescue. The Swedish forces appeared before the